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This survey is to gauge residents’ opinions about various issues relating to the Town and its future. Please take A few minutes to complete and return this form or, preferably, take this survey on line. There is a link to the on-line survey on the Town web site (www.townofblackstone.org) or you can access it directly at the following web site: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BlackstoneMP. Your response will be of great assistance in the ongoing effort to develop a master plan for the Town and to guide future Town policies and proposals. All results are confidential and anonymous. Individuals are never identified.

We encourage every adult resident to complete the survey. If you fill out a paper survey, please drop it off at Town Hall at the Town Administrator’s Office or mail it to Blackstone Master Plan Survey, 15 St. Paul Street, Blackstone, MA 01504. Please return your completed survey or take the survey on-line by November 30, 2015. Thank you for your cooperation.


SECTION 1. Perceptions and Opinions about Blackstone, its Government, Facilities, and Services
	(For all questions, a blank response indicates you have insufficient information or no opinion.)

.1. Please rate your level of satisfaction with the items listed below.
	Please use the following rating codes. 1 = Excellent,   2 = Good,   3 = Fair,   4 = Poor.
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Services and Facilities
A	 _____	Town Office Services
B  	 _____	Public School System
C 	 _____	Library
D 	 _____	Police Protection
E	 _____	Fire Protection
F 	 _____	Local Zoning
G 	 _____	Code Enforcement
H 	 _____	Fairness of Local Taxes
I	 _____	Town Web Site
J	 _____	Public Works
K     _____  Town Water
L     _____   Town Sewer
M	 _____	Transfer Station
N	 _____	Cable TV
O	 _____	Cell service at home
P	 _____	Cell service town wide
Q	 _____	Electrical Service Reliability
R	 _____	Efforts at Green Energy

Open Space and Recreation
S	 _____	Number of Recreational Facilities
T	 _____	Type (Mix) of Recreational Facilities
U     _____  Condition of Recreational Facilities
V	 _____	 Amount of Open Space Protected
W	 _____	 Appropriate Use of Open Space
X     _____   Horse Trails
Y    _____   Walking Trails
Z     _____   Maintenance of Conservation Land

Housing
AA   _____   Diversity of Housing Types
BB   _____   Affordable Housing
CC   _____   Senior housing
DD   _____   Multifamily housing

Parking and Transportation
EE	_____	Off-Street Parking
FF	_____	On-Street Parking
GG	_____	Town Roads
HH	_____	Intersection Control
II	_____	Sidewalks and Crosswalks
JJ	_____	Pedestrian Amenities such as
                            Trees, Benches, Planters, etc.	
KK	_____	Bike Paths
LL	_____	Public Transportation
MM	_____	Road Plowing & Maintenance

Town Center
NN	_____	Goods & Services Available
OO	_____	Overall Design
PP	_____	Building Setbacks
QQ	_____	Traffic Circulation
RR	_____	Walkability in town center
SS     _____   Trails and bike paths to center

Natural and Cultural Resources
TT     _____    Wetlands Protection
UU     _____    Stormwater Management
VV     _____    Historic Preservation

Commercial/Industrial Development
WW   _____    Adequacy of Current Level
YY     _____    Efforts to Attract More











.2. Now, please rate the importance to you of each of those same items:
	Please use the following rating codes. 1= Very Important 2=Important 3= Neutral 4= Not very important 5= Not at all important


Services and Facilities	Parking and Transportation
A	 _____	Town Office Services	EE	  _____	 Off-Street Parking
B  	 _____	Public School System	FF	  _____	 On-Street Parking
C     _____  Library	GG  _____	Town Roads
D 	 _____	Police Protection	HH  _____	  Intersection Control
E	 _____	Fire Protection	II	  _____	  Sidewalks and Crosswalks
F 	 _____	Local Zoning	JJ	  _____	  Pedestrian Amenities such as
G 	 _____	Code Enforcement		       Trees, Benches, Planters, etc.
H 	 _____	Fairness of Local Taxes	KK	_____  Bike Paths
I	 _____	Town Web Site	LL	_____  Public Transportation
J	 _____	Public Works	MM	_____  Road Plowing & Maintenance
K     _____  Town Water
L     _____   Town Sewer 	Town Center
M	 _____	Transfer Station	NN	_____  Goods & Services Available	
N	 _____	Cable TV	OO	_____  Overall Design
O	 _____	Cell service at home	PP	_____  Building Setbacks
P	 _____	Cell service town wide	QQ	_____  Traffic Circulation
Q	 _____	Electrical Service Reliability	RR	_____  Walkability in town center
R	 _____	Efforts at Green Energy	SS   _____   Trails and bike paths to center

Open Space and Recreation	Natural and Cultural Resources
S	 _____	Number of Recreational Facilities	TT    _____   Wetlands Protection
T	 _____	Type (Mix) of Recreational Facilities	UU   _____   Stormwater Management
U     _____  Condition of Recreational Facilities	VV    _____   Historic Preservation
V	 _____	 Amount of Open Space Protected
W	 _____	 Appropriate Use of Open Space	Commercial/Industrial Development
X     _____   Horse Trails	WW  _____    Adequacy of Current Level
Y     _____   Walking Trails	YY    _____    Efforts to Attract More
Z     _____   Maintenance of Conservation Land

Housing
AA   _____   Diversity of Housing Types
BB   _____   Affordable Housing
CC   _____   Senior housing
DD   _____   Multifamily housing


SECTION 2. Socio-Economic Information

3. How many years have you lived in Blackstone? ________
4. Do you own or rent your residence?	                  	 Own	 Rent
5. How many people live in your home? _______
6. Do you have school age children (K-12)?                    	 Yes	 No  
           Your school age children go to    Public school    Private school	 Home school

7. Please mark your age:  18-29    30-44   45-64   65+  and  gender:   Male    Female
				      

8. Where do you work?     In/from my home      Blackstone    Rhode Island    Other
                                                   Worcester area    	 Boston/Cambridge area    Routes 128/495
	 do not currently work      Retired	
	
	Do you use public transportation to get to work?		 Yes	 No




SECTION 3. Future Policies
  
	9. What residential growth policies do you favor for the town?
	Favor
	Don’t
Favor
	Need More Information
	No Opinion

	Encourage additional affordable housing in the town
	
	
	
	

	Encourage additional over 55 housing in the town
	
	
	
	

	Allowing additional housing units in a subdivision which clusters and preserves open space
	
	
	
	

	Encourage more housing units in and/or near commercial districts
	
	
	
	



	 10. What future town services and facilities do you favor?	
	Favor
	Don’t
Favor
	Need More Information
	No Opinion

	Increase sidewalks and off-road paths to link schools, residential areas and commercial areas.
	
	
	
	

	Expand area served by Town water 
	
	
	
	

	Limit expansion of Town water to densely developed areas
	
	
	
	

	Expand area served by Town sewer
	
	
	
	

	Limit expansion of Town sewer to densely developed areas
	
	
	
	

	Expand or build a new senior center
	
	
	
	

	Expand or build a new public safety facility
	
	
	
	

	Regionalization of additional public services
	
	
	
	



	11. What rural character initiatives do you favor?

	Favor
	Don’t
Favor
	Need More Information
	No Opinion

	Preserve and assist agricultural activities
	
	
	
	

	Outright purchase of open space
	
	
	
	

	Purchase of development rights (Owner retains title but sells right to build)
	
	
	
	

	Preservation of scenic roads (Protect stone walls and trees at side of road)
	
	
	
	

	Support community gardens on town land
	
	
	
	

	Allow managed hunting on public land to control deer population
	
	
	
	


  	
	12. What economic development policies do you favor for the town?
	Favor
	Don’t
Favor
	Need More Information
	No Opinion

	Keep business development minimal
	
	
	
	

	Encourage business development in the commercial districts
	
	
	
	

	Encourage development of the Industrial districts	
	
	
	
	

	Provide appropriate infrastructure and services to foster economic development in the commercial and industrial districts
	
	
	
	

	Expand the commercial districts
	
	
	
	

	Expand the industrial districts
	
	
	
	

	Improve transportation
	
	
	
	




	13. What Town Center development policies do you favor?    	    
	Favor
	Don’t
Favor
	Need More Information
	No Opinion

	Improve sidewalk design to encourage pedestrian and
     bicycle use
	
	
	
	

	Interconnect parking areas in the Town Center	
	
	
	
	

	Enhance the appearance of the business district
	
	
	
	

	Design improvements to increase public gathering and social interaction in the Town Center
	
	
	
	

	Expand sidewalks and bicycle paths to better connect residential areas with the Town Center
	
	
	
	

	Improve parking
	
	
	
	

	Elder and Affordable housing must have pedestrian access to Town Center
	
	
	
	




SECTION 4. Suggestions for Future Planning

	14. Thinking ahead over the next 15 years, please rate the importance to Blackstone

	Low Importance
	Moderate Importance
	High Importance
	Critical Importance
	One or Two Most Important

	Preserve rural character
	
	
	
	
	

	Preserve excellence in Schools
	
	
	
	
	

	Reduce taxes
	
	
	
	
	

	Improve the Town Center
	
	
	
	
	

	Slow the rate of Tax Increases
	
	
	
	
	

	Improve traffic safety
	
	
	
	
	

	Improve equestrian, pedestrian and bicycling trails and facilities
	
	
	
	
	

	Preserve open space
	
	
	
	
	

	Encourage commercial development
	
	
	
	
	

	Provide transit service to employment and commercial centers
	
	
	
	
	

	Encourage Elder and Affordable housing
	
	
	
	
	

	Improve town services, communication and access to town government
	
	
	
	
	



SECTION 5: Specific issues:
15. The Blackstone Viaduct, a segment of the now abandoned Providence and Worcester Railroad line, was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2000. structural condition is uncertain but, if salvageable, it could serve as a key feature of the Blackstone River Greenway bike path now being constructed. Do you think saving/restoring the Viaduct is a worthy cause?        Yes___  No___ 

16. Blackstone does not belong to a regional transit authority and has no transit service. Do you think there is a need for bus service in town?    Yes___   No ___.  If Yes, what area(s) do you think a Blackstone bus should go to? __________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Would you personally ride the bus if it went to the places you indicated?  Yes___  No___

17. Veterans Memorial Park has never been developed and has essentially been vacant for many years. What are your thoughts on how this community asset could best be used?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. Are there any issues or concerns you may have regarding Blackstone this survey has
          not covered, or you would like to share with us?   (Use additional space if necessary)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________


Your help and cooperation in providing needed information for this effort is greatly appreciated. Please complete the survey on line or return your completed survey to:

Blackstone Master Plan Survey
15 St. Paul Street
Blackstone, MA 01770
